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Observations of postnuptial moult in a Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva

MIKKONEN, A. V. & MIKKONEN, E. J.

According to WITHERBY et al . (1958) adult
males of the Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula
parva complete their moult in August-Sep-
tember and according to HAARTMAN et al .
(1971) in July-September . This paper pro-
vides further information of postnuptial moult
in the Red-breasted Flycatcher and behaviour
during the moult, based on observations of
one adult male .
The observations were made at Utajärvi,

Juorkuna (64°57' N 26°58' E) in 1970 . This is
an area where the Red-breasted Flycatcher has
been observed rather rarely (VON HAARTMAN
et al . 1971) . The moult observations were made
in the cource of filling the moult cards (see
HAUKIOJA 1971) .
The Red-breasted Flycatcher was seen in the

area on the 1st of August, 1970 . He remained
in willow bushes at the edge of a boggy
meadow. This adult male was ringed on the
4th of August at 9 o'clock when he weighed
11,0 g. HAARTMAN et al. (1971) give the
weight of migrating individuals as 9.0-9.8
-11.5 g (n=20) . At the same time the
moult stage was examined, and the primary
score was 30 ; the moult of the secondaries
and tertiaries was just beginning. The tail

moult was near its end (tail score 25). Body
feathers were moulting . The moult stage of
the same male was checked again on the 21st
of August, Now, the primary score was 43 .
The 1st-3rd secondaries were already fresh
and the 4th-6th feathers were changing . The
tertiaries and the tail feathers were fully
renewed. The sequence of the postnuptial
moult was normal for a passerine bird
(STRESEMANN & STRESEMANN 1966) . It is
difficult to say whether the male had bred in
the area or moved north or to other habitats
from his breeding area before the most intensive
moult. The Red-breasted Flycatcher remained
in a rather small area during the moulting
phase and led a skulking life for this species .
He was seen on 11 different days between
the 1st-31st of August . Observation times
were usually between 6-9 o'clock . At other
observation times the male was seen in only
3 different places and the distance between
the most distant points was about 200 m.
The Red-breasted Flycatcher evidently dis-

appeared from the area after the 31st of Au-
gust, or shortly after the estimated end of the
moulting.

TABLE 1. The moult stage of the Red-breasted Flycatcher male at Utajärvi, Juorkuna on the 4th
and the 21st of August, 1970 . The days, when the male was seen in the area, have also been
included in the table. (Pikkusieppokoiraan sulkasatovaihe Utajärven Juorkunassa elokuun 4. ja
21 . päivänä 1970 . Päivät, jolloin koiras nähtiin alueella, on esitetty myös taulukossa .)

tertiaries secondaries primaries
Date 3 2 1 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

4.8 . 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 5 5 5 5 5 3 1 1 0 0
21 .8 . 5 5 5 1 2 3 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 3 1

tail feathers
1 2 3 4 5 6 ..

4.8 . 3 4 5 5 5 3 0 = old feather
21 .8 . 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 = fresh feather

obs.days 1 ., 3., 4., 7., 13 ., 21 ., 25 ., 27 ., 28 ., 31 .8 .
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pikkusieppokoiraan
postnuptiaalisesta sulkasadosta .

Sulkiva pikkusieppokoiras pyydystettiin Uta-
järven Juorkunassa (64'57'N 26°58'E) 4.8 .
1970 . Se nähtiin 11 eri päivänä 1.-31.8.1970 vä-
lisenä aikana . Sulkasatovaihe tarkastettiin kah-
desti, 4.8 . ja 21 .8 . Käsisulkien vaihtuminen oli
alkanut heinäkuun alkupuolella ja päättyi elo-
kuun lopulla . Pikkusieppo oleskeli koko kiih-
keimmän sulkasatovaiheen suhteellisen pienellä
alueella .
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