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Two nests of the Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera in Kuusamo in 1971 .

ANTERO V. K. HAKALA & ERIK S. NYHOLM

The Two-barred Crossbill has usually been
observed in Finland only in years of large-
scale invasions (HORTLING 1929, KIVIRI KKO
1947 ; cf . DEMENVEV & GLADKOV 1970) . The
largest recent invasion in Fenno-Scandia seems
to have occurred in 1959 at the same time
as the invasion by the Crossbill Loxia cur-
virostra and smaller invasions were observed
in 1956, 1962 and 1966 (HAFTORN 1971) .
The most recent observation from Finland
was in the year 1969 (PULLIAINEN 1971) .

In the west the species' normal breeding
area in Siberia and northern U.S .S .R . (VOOus
1960) nearly reaches the eastern border of
Finland, where the invading birds first arrive .
There are observations from invasion years
which indicate possible nesting in various
parts of northern Finland (HORTLING 1929),
and three nests with eggs have been found
(HAARTMAN 1969). No detailed descriptions
of the nest sites of Loxia leucoptera in Finland
have been published.
Two nests were found on Ampumavaara;

Oulanka National Park on 6 and 12 May
1971 . They were both in a Hylocomium-
Myrtillus type spruce forest showing signs of
paludification and with dead and mossy
standing trunks of spruce . The trees were
only about 30-40 % covered with foliage.
Even the nesting trees had dead branches,
and in some parts of the trees the needles
had a yellowish colour . Data on the nests and

the eggs are given in Table 1 (p . 47) . The eggs
were of a very light emerald colour with dark
brown and bluish grey dots . The minimum
and maximum weights of full eggs were 2.37
and 2.55 g, shell weights 0.11-0.13 g.

S e 1 o s t u s : Kaksi kirjosiipikäpylinnun pesää
Kuusamossa 1971 .

Kaksi kirjosiipikäpylinnun pesää löytyi Kuusa-
mon Ampumavaaralta toukokuussa 1971 . Pe-
simaympäristönä oli Hylocomium-Myrtillus-
tyypin soistunut kuusikko . Pesien ja munien
yksityiskohtaiset tiedot on esitetty taulukos-
sa 1 .
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TABLE 1. The location and measurements of the nests found on 6 May (A) and 12 May (B)
1971, quantiti es of various building materials, and the measurements of the eggs .

A B

Height from the ground (m) 9.0 10 .3
Distance from the treetop (m) 0.7 2.0
Width of the nest (cm) 11 .0 10 .0
Height of the nest (cm) 9.0 8.0
Diameter of the nest bowl (cm) 6.0 6.0
Depth of the nest bowl (cm) 3.0 2.0
Percentages of building materials: exterior interior exterior interior

Dead spruce twigs 50 - 40 -
Lichen 50 40 40 30
Juniper bark - - 5 40
Hair - 40 - 5
Feathers - 15 - 25
Decomposed wood - - 5 -
Hay - 5 - -

Measurements of eggs (mm) leng th breadth length breadth

21 .2 14 .9 20 .5 14 .8
20 .7 15 .3
21 .0 15 .1
20 .3 14 .9


