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metsikanalintujen avokieppien kaltaista pikku-
lintujen kaivamaa kuoppaa, jotka mm. mii-
ransi, kokonsa, niistd 10ytyneiden ulosteiden
sekd ennen kaikkea lintujen lumella kiyttdmin
vuoroaskelkdynnin perusteella todettiin pulmus-
ten tekemiksi. Avokiepit olivat kolmena rykel-
mind, joissa vierekkdisten vali oli 15—20 cm.
Ne oli kaivettu ajanjaksona, jolloin lampétila
oli enimmikseen 20—25 pakkasasteen tienoilla.
Kaivuyrityksistiin huolimatta pulmusten ei ol-
lut onnistunut tunkeutua n. 5 cm:id syvemmalle
lumen kovuuden vuoksi, eivitkd linnut niytti-
neet viipyneen kiepeissiin kuin lyhyehkén to-
vin, silld ulosteita niissd oli enintdin kaksi. Jo
entuudestaan pulmusten tiedetdin voivan kit-
keytyd kieppiin kovalla pakkasella, mutta Suo-
messa titd ei ole aiemmin ilmoitettu havaitun.
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A singing Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs in female plumage paired with

another female-plumaged Chaffinch

ARTO MARJAKANGAS

Female Chaffinches can be artificially induced
to produce song similiar to that of the male
(Kling & Stevenson-Hinde 1977), but there are
also observations on female Chaffinches singing
in natural conditions (e.g. Lack 1943, Halliday
1948, Marler 1956, Jokinen 1968).. Most of
these females exhibited normal sexual behaviour.
In the following, a report is given of a Chaf-
finch in normal female plumage singing and
otherwise behaving like a male.

The bird was observed at Ylivieska, western
Finland, in a small mixed forest (64°01'N,
24°44’E) on 13 May 1980 at 06.00, and
watched for two hours at a distance of 2—20
m, also through binoculars. The bird sang
repeatedly, and in duration and loudness the
song was similar to that of the males, although
in a somewhat slower tempo. The phrase
could be described as chi-cha-cha-cha-cha-
cha-cha-cha-chi-u-chi. The pitch descended
slightly from the first to the eighth note, and
as in male song, the phrase terminated with a
flourish of an “inverted-U shape” (see Kling
& Stevenson-Hinde 1977). Though also pre-
sent in the artificially induced songs of female
Chaffinches, the flourish has seldom been
heard in females singing in natural conditions
(see the literature cited above). Further, the
tone was not as ringing as in male song, but
resembled greatly that of the Redwing Turdus

iliacus. On the whole, the song had much in
common with earlier descriptions of female
singing (e.g. Lack 1943, Halliday 1948), and
with slightly unaccomplished male song (see
Marler 1956). Between bursts of singing the
bird gave the ordinary chink call, but also
separate notes of the phrase.

The Chaffinch delivered its song like the
males, with its head thrown up and perching
conspicuously on trees and bushes. A neigh-
bouring male at a distance of 10—20 m did
not react to its song, whereas the female-
plumaged bird responded to the male’s song
by countersinging. Surprisingly, the bird
appeared to be paired with another female-
plumaged Chaffinch, with which it played
the male role, while the other took the female
role. Their partnership included apparent
sexual chases (see Marler 1956). There was,
however, also something abnormal in the be-
haviour of the “female” of the pair, because

. it sometimes tried to sing when the “male”

began singing. Yet it was able to produce
only 2—3 notes similar to those of the ”male’s”
song.

On 16 May in the afternoon the place was
revisited. The two birds were still there, be-
having like a pair, and the one sang as pre-
viously. For a moment the pair was accomp-
anied by the neighbouring male, and when he
began to sing, the female-plumaged bird
replied once, but neither showed any aggres-
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sion towards the other. The next day and the
day after that, the pair was not observed any
more. In view of their plumage the birds were
surely females, but as regards the reasons for
their abnormal behaviour we are reduced to
conjecture.

Selostus: Laulava naaraspukulnen peippo
parlutuneena toisen naaraspukuisen kanssa

Ylivieskassa sijaitsevassa Haisun metsikossd ha-
vaittiin 13.5.1980 tiysin naaraspukuinen peippo,
joka toistuvasti esitti koiraan lauluun verrattuna
yhtd pitkin ja kuuluvan, mutta tempoltaan hi-
taamman laulunsikeen. Rakenteeltaan esitys oli
aivan koiraan sikeen kaltainen, ts. se piittyi
selviin loppuaiheeseen, mutta sivyltdin melkein
kuin punakylkirastaan lurittelu. Lihelld oles-
kellut koiras ei reagoinut naaraspukuisen lau-
luun, kun taas jalkimmiinen vastaili innokkaas-
ti edellisen sidkeisiin. Laulavia naaraspeippoja
koskevissa kirjallisuustiedoissa niiden yleensi il-

moitetaan olleen pariutuneena koiraan kanssa,

sses oo

Muuttomatkallaan vedessi lepiivi j

.o

PerTT1 SEVOLA

Kaskisten edustan merialueella oli 16.9.1980
matalaa aamusumua. Tuuli oli hiljainen, mutta
mainingit aiheuttivat melkoista aallokkoa. Jir-
ripeipon muutto oli kdynnissi, ja odotellessam-
me (Seppo Rekolainen, Tuija Talsi, Ulf Oh-
man ja Pertti Sevola) sumun hilvenemistd
kuului muuttoddnid jatkuvasti. Nikyvyyden ol-
lessa vajaa sata metrii l3hestyi venettdmme
yksindinen jirripeippokoiras. Se vaikutti visy-
neelti ja lensi aivan l3helldi vedenpintaa. Ve-
neen nihtyddn lintu viisti hieman, mutta putosi
jonkin matkan pd#ssi veteen. Ajettuamme lin-
nun luo se l3hti lentoon, mutta putosi pian
uudelleen veteen. Tami toistui pari kertaa.
Vedessi jirripeippo lepisi siivet levilliin mai-
ninkien atheuttamassa aallokossa ja pystyi hel-
posti nousemaan lentoon. Ajoimme viimein lin-
nun kiinni ja otimme sen veneeseen 2—3 tun-
niksi. Sumun hilvettyd piistimme linnun lihel-
14 rantaa vapaaksi. Se otti vdlittémisti entisen
lentosuuntansa ja lensi piristyneend selvisti kor-
keammalla liheiseen rantametsikk66n.
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mutta tdlla yksilolld oli kumppanina toinen
naaraspukuinen peippo. Muutamia lauluyrityk-
sid lukuun ottamatta timi kidyttdytyikin tdysin
naarasmaisesti laulavan kumppanin huolehtiessa
koiraan osasta. Merkillinen pari havaittiin sa-
massa paikassa vield 16.5. mutta ei endd sen
jalkeen,
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drripeippo Fringilla montifringilla

Havaintomme perusteella uupunut jarripeip-
po pystyy laskeutumaan siivet levillaéin veteen
lepddmiin ja jatkamaan taas matkaansa. Olisi
mielenkiintoista tietdd, miten yleisesti muutto-
linnut kayttdvdt tdtd keinoa merialueita ylit-
tdessddn,

Summary: A migrant Brambling resting on the
water

Lively Brambling migration occurred on 16
September 1980 on the west coast of Finland.
An exhausted male was seen flying close to the
surface of the sea and finally dropped into the
water, where it rested with outstretched wings.
It flew away without difficulty when ap-
proached by a boat, and repeated this per-
formance twice, after which it was caught and
taken into the boat. After 2—3 hours the
Brambling was released and was sufficiently
rested to fly to a wood on the nearby shore.



