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But Parmelee’s and MacDonald’s remarks
can be traced back to their original report in
Bent et al. (1968): p. 1669—1671. They
cite their observations near Slidre Fjord on
west-central Ellesmere Island between April
16 and September 27, 1955:

”Away from the station they roosted out of
the wind in shelter niches in sandstone out-
crops. — Although daily maximum air temper-
atures did not reach thawing until May 28,
evaporation and heat absorption from inbed-
ded grains of wind-blown sand produced deep
pits along the front of snowbanks that made
excellent shelters where the newcomers of
both sexes roosted together. The largest
number of buntings seen in one of these snow
roosts was 14. — No communal roosting was
observed during the nesting period. — On
August 21st we flushed 30 or more buntings
roosting under a huge snowbank undercut by
running water; the number of droppings
showed this roost had been used for some
time.”

Bagg (1943) reported “their burrowing into
snowdrifts during —35°F weather in Massa-
chusetts and remaining huddled in their in-
dividual holes throughout the day, “emerging
only occasionally to feed on a nearby chaff
pile.”

Further, Forbush (1929) reported: “When
the snow is soft, these birds are said to dive
into it (as they do sometimes when pursued
by hawks), and there pass the night. When
the snow is frozen hard, the flocks sleep in
the open, protected from the north wind only
by some slight rise in the ground, by sand
dumes, or by a stone wall.”

Generally, however, it is stated in the
European literature that during winter, or the
off-breading season, Snow Buntings prefer to
roost in trees (S. Haftorn 1971, Nethersole-
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Thompson 1965). But it might be that during
the coldest winter time, when Snow Buntings
stay with us, no ornithologist has so far been
interested in staying out at night to observe
roosting behaviour and find out roosting places
of Snow Buntings on a windswept coastal
plain.

Selostus: Havaintoja pulmusten ySpymisesti
lumessa

Tiedonannossa kerrotaan neljastd julkaistusta
havainnosta pulmusten ydpymisesti lumessa.
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Kuikan ja jidkuikan sukellusten kestoajoista Jaimerelli

Timmo PeETTAY

Pidsin  27.5.1981 klo 22.30—24.00 Pohjois-
Norjan Kongsfjordissa seuraamaan lihelti nel-
jan jaskuikan Gavia adamsii ja kolmen kui-
kan G. arctica sukeltelua kalanpyynnissi.
Jadkuikat saapuivat lentden ja laskeutuivat n.
500 m:n p#idhin minusta. Hetken kuluttua
ne ryhtyivdt ravinnonhakuun, Sukeltaminen ja
pintaannousu olivat aluksi lihes yhtiaikaisia,
mutta pian yksi linnuista erottautui joukos-

ta ja ui lihemmis minua. Aloin tilldin mi-
tata sen ajankdyttod, osaksi kaukoputkea
(25x) ja kiikaria (8x) apuna kiyttien, Sii
oli tyyni ja kolea. Lintu sai ainakin yhden
kalan,

Myshemmin saapui kolme kuikkaa tdsmil-
leen samalle alueelle. Niitten sukeltelu ta-
pahtui aluksi yhtidaikaisesti, mythemmin mit-
tasin vain yhden ajankidytt6a, Molempien la-
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jien sukellusajat sekid kirjallisuustietoja ame-
rikankuikasta G. immer on esitetty taulu-
kossa.

Glutz ym. (1966) ja Cramp & Simmons
(1977) eivit mainitse jadkuikan sukellus-
ajoista mitddn, kuikalle Cramp & Simmons
ilmoittavat yleisimmiksi kestoajaksi ravinnon-
haussa n. 50 sek. Amerikankuikan kohdalla
Cramp & Simmons pitivdt ravinnonhaun yh-
teydessd todennidkoisesti pisimpini noin mi-
nuutin sukellusta. Kinnear (1978) taas olet-
taa kahden minuutin olevan tavallista (’’not
unusual”), ainakin merelld. Titd olettamusta
tukevat sekd hidnen pieni aineistonsa Shet-
lannista Pohjanmereltd (ks. taulukkoa) ettd
omat vihdiset havaintoni (olettaen ettei la-
jien vililld ole mainittavia eroja tidssi suh-
teessa).

Tarkkailemani jadkuikat olivat 1ihimmil-
lddn alle 200 m:n pddssd minusta. Tilldin
erotin kaukoputkella selvisti seuraavan kiyt-
tdytymisen: juuri ennen sukeltamistaan lintu
avasi nokkansa ensin raolleen ja sitten ny-
kéyksittdin yhi avoimemmaksi. Kaula oli til-
16in pitkdnd ja nokka osoitti suoraan eteen-
piin. Sain sen vaikutelman, ettd linnut hauk-
koivat henked pystydkseen pitemp#in sukel-
lukseen. Sikédli kuin saatoin havaita, timi
edelsi jokaista sukellusta ja kesti mitatuilla
kerroilla 9, 9, 7, 5, 5, 7 ja 6 sekuntia. Tistd
en ole loytinyt kirjallisuudesta mainintaa.

TauLukko 1.
nonetsinndn yhteydessi.
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Summary: Diving times of the Black-throated
Diver and White-billed Diver

On the coast of northern Norway, four White-
billed Divers Gavia adamsii and three Black-
throated Divers G. arctica were seen diving
for food on 27 May 1981. The times spent
submerged and on the surface by one indi-
vidual of each species are presented in the
table, with data from the literature on the
Great Northern Diver G. immer. Each
time before diving, the White-billed Divers
gradually opened their beaks wider and wider
during 5—9 seconds, with the neck out-
stretched, as though taking a deep breath.
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Kolmen kuikkalajin sukelluksissa ja pinnalla viettimi aika (sek.) ravin-

TasLe 1. Times (sec.) spent submerged and on surface during diving for food in three

Gavia species.

G. arctica G. adamsii G. immer G. immer
(omat hav./own obs.) (Kinnear) (Carter)

Biotooppi meri meri meri Jarvi

habitat sea sea sea lake

Sukelluksissa

submerged

- keskiarvo 65(N 14) 98(N 15) 69(N 27) 22(N 258)
mean

- vaihteluvili 44—95 44—130 15—95 1—97
range

Pinnalla

on surface

- keskiarvo 35(N 10) 64(N 8) 45(N 27) 8(N 258)
mean

- vaihteluvili 15—89 35—90 15—85 1—31

range




