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Adoption of a brood of Temminck's Stint
Calidris temminckii by the Dunlin Calidris alpina

Torgrim Breiehagen

In waders inters ecific adoption of young has been re-
ported in only tree instances in the wild : a Redshank
Tringa totanus was observed brooding a single chick of
the Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago (Hildén 1977),
a male Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus adopted 2
chicks of the Ruff Philomachus pugnax (later aban-
doned ; Grobe 1977) and an incubating Redshank was
seen accidentally brooding two young Avocets Recur-
virostra avosetta m the nest (Håkansson 1978) . In captiv-
ity, a pair of Black-winged Stilts Himantopus himantopus
attempted to adopt chicks of the Ruff after they had
lost two of their own chicks (Brunning in Glutz et al.
1977) .
A colour-ringed population of Temminck's Stint was

studied in 1980 in the north-western part of the moun-
tain plateau Hardangervidda (60°37'N-7°30'E), South
Norway, at an altitude of about 1200 m . In July I disco-
vered a brood of 4 young of Temminck's Stint adopted
by a male Dunlin .
When found on 11 July, the brood was individually

colour-marked, and aged with the aid of a growth curve
(Breiehagen, unpubl .) . The hatching date was estimated
to be 8 July. A male Temminck's Stint was seen flying
nervously over the brood, but disappeared later . The
male Dunlin brooded the chicks during the next few
days, but later was merely seen nearby, giving warning
calls when I came near the site where the brood was
supposed to be . The Dunlin adopted the Temminck's

Stint brood permanently and on 27 Jul I saw one of
the fledglings near the place where the rood had been
first located .

I found the Temminck's Stint brood near a feeding
place of waders, where 5-7 Dunlins normally fed . The
nearest Dunlin nest under incubation was about 150 m
away . One possible explanation of the adoption is that
a feeding male Dunlin had reacted to the discomfort
calls of the Temminck's Stint chicks, which were also
feeding in the area . Dunlins tend to brood foreign con-
specific young (e .g . Soikkeli 1967) . The similarity of the
discomfort call m many waders possibly explains the in-
terspecific adoption . The colouration of the chick plum-
age is apparently not very important in accidental adop-
tions (Hildén 1977) . In this case the chicks' plumage
closely resembled that of Dunlin chicks and it is uncer-
tain which stimulus was the more significant . The adop-
tion experiments performed by Rittmghaus (in Glutz et
al . 1975) with the Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
and Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus demonstrat-
ed that the chicks very quickly learn the warning call
of the adoptive parents.

Selostus : Suosirri adoptoi lapinsirripoikueen

Kirjoittaja havaitsi heinäkuussa 1980 Etelä-Norjassa,
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Hardangerviddalla, suosirrikoiraan adoptoineen lapinsir-
ripoikueen . Poikue löydettiin ja merkittiin yksilöllisin vä-
rirenkain 11 .7 ., jolloin lapinsirrikoiras varoitteli sitä her-
mostuneesti . Poikasten iäksi arvioitiin 4 vrk . Seuraavina
päivinä lapinsirri oli kadonnut, mutta suosirrikoiras va-
roitteli ja hoivaili poikasia, joista yksi löytyi paikalta len-
tokykyisenä 27 .7 . Lapinsirripoikueen löytöpaikan lähellä
ruokaili tavallisesti 5-7 suosirriä ja lähin suosirrin mu-
napesä löytyi 150 m päästä . Mahdollisesti suosirri reagoi
lapmsirrin poikasten piipitykseen, joka on hyvin saman-
kaltainen monilla kahlaalalajeilla . Eri sirrilajien poikaset
muistuttavat myös väritykseltään suuresti toisiaan . Vie-
raan lajin poikasten adoptio on kahlaajilla todettu aikai-
semmin vain kolmasti .
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