Brief reports

Parimédran selvittimiseksi lintujen liikkuma-alueet
kartoitettiin ja niiden pesia etsittiin intensiivisesti. Kah-
tena vitmeisend vuonna lintuja pyydettiin myGs verkoilla.

Tutkimusjakson aikana linnuston parimiara kasvoi
voimakkaasti (taul. 1). Pensoittumisen my6ti varsinkin
pajulintu, punavarpunen, ruokokerttunen ja punakylki-
rastas runsastuivat.

Linnuston korkeaan pariméiridn (v. 1983 noin 80 pa-
ria/10 ha) vaikuttavat useat tekijat. Kéytetty laskentame-
netelmé oli tehokas. Kosteusgradientin vuoksi petlolla
esiintyi sekd kuivaa ettd kosteaa ympiristda suosivia la-
jeja (kuva 1). Esimerkiksi rannan lakeisyys selittinee pa-
jusirkun ja taivaanvuohen runsauden. Pensaikko oli viela
1983 varsin laikuttaista, ja aukkoisuutta vaativat lajitkin
viihtyivat pelloilla. Monien lajien liikkuma-alue Kisitti

peltoa rajoittavan metsin reuna-alueita. Ojissa kasvavat -

kuuset ja rehevi pensaikko ja ruohokasvillisuus tarjosi-
vat suojaisia pesdpaikkoja. Lisaksi pellolla oli erittiin
runsaasti ravintoa hyonteissydjilinnuille.
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Adoption of a brood of Temminck’s Stint
Calidris temminckii by the Dunlin Calidris alpina

Torgrim Breichagen

In waders intersgecific adoption of young has been re-
ported in only three instances in the wild: a Redshank
Tringa totanus was observed brooding a single chick of
the Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago (Hildén 1977),
a male Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus adopted 2
chicks ofp the Ruff Philomachus pugnax (later aban-
doned; Grobe 1977) and an incubating Redshank was
seen accidentally brooding two young Avocets Recur-
virostra avosetta in the nest (Hakansson 1978). In captiv-
ity, a pair of Black-winged Stilts Himantopus himantol;;us
attempted to adopt chicks of the Ruff after they had
lost )two of their own chicks (Brunning in Glutz et al.
1977).

A colour-ringed population of Temminck’s Stint was
studied in 1980 in the north-western part of the moun-
tain plateau Hardangervidda (60°37'N—7°30'E), South
Norway, at an altitude of about 1200 m. In July I disco-
vered a brood of 4 young of Temminck’s Stint adopted
by a male Dunlin.

When found on 11 July, the brood was individually
colour-marked, and aged with the aid of a growth curve
(Breiehagen, unpubl.). The hatching date was estimated
to be 8 July. A male Temminck’s Stint was seen flying
nervously over the brood, but disappeared later. The
male Dunlin brooded the chicks during the next few
da]ys, but later was merely seen nearby, giving warning
calls when I came near the site where the brood was
supposed to be. The Dunlin adopted the Temminck’s

I saw one of
rood had been

Stint brood permanently and on 27 Jul
the fledglings near the place where the
first located.

I found the Temminck’s Stint brood near a feeding
place of waders, where 5—7 Dunlins normally fed. The
nearest Dunlin nest under incubation was about 150 m
away. One possible explanation of the adoption is that
a feeding male Dunlin had reacted to the discomfort
calls of the Temminck’s Stint chicks, which were also
feeding in the area. Dunlins tend to brood foreign con-
?ecific young (e.g. Soikkeli 1967). The similarity of the

iscomfort call in many waders possibly explains the in-
terspecific adoption. Tﬁe colouration of the chick plum-
age is apparently not very important in accidental adop-
tions (Hildén 1977). In this case the chicks’ plumage
closely resembled that of Dunlin chicks and it is uncer-
tain which stimulus was the more significant. The adop-
tion experiments performed by Rittinghaus (in Glutz et
al. 1975) with the Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
and Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus demonstrat-
ed that the chicks very quickly learn the warning call
of the adoptive parents.

Selostus: Suosirri adoptoi lapinsirripoikueen

Kirjoittaja havaitsi heindkuussa 1980 Etela-Norjassa,
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Hardangerviddalla, suosirrikoiraan adoptoineen lapinsir-
ripoikueen. Poikue I6ydettiin ja merkittiin yksiléllisin vé-
rirenkain 11.7., jolloin lapinsirrikoiras varoitteli sitd her-
mostuneesti. Poikasten idksi arvioitiin 4 vrk. Seuraavina
pdivina lapinsirri oli kadonnut, mutta suosirrikoiras va-
roitteli ja hoivaili poikasia, joista yksi 16ytyi paikalta len-
tokykyisend 27.7. Lapinsirripoikueen 18ytépaikan lahelld
ruokaili tavallisesti 5—7 suosirria ja lahin suosirrin mu-
napesa 10ytyi 150 m paésta. Mahdollisesti suosirri reagoi
lapinsirrin poikasten piipitykseen, joka on hyvin saman-
kaltainen monilla kahlaajalajeilla. Eri sirrilajien poikaset
muistuttavat my0s varitykseltdan suuresti toisiaan. Vie-
raan lajin poikasten adoptio on kahlaajilla todettu aikai-
semmin vain kolmasti.
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A forgotten paper throwing light on Starling deaths

Lars v. Haartman

The catastrophic decrease of the Starling Sturnus vulgaris
in Finland has never been fully explained, though much
has been written on it (e.g. Orell, M. & Ojanen, M.
1980, Journ. f. Ornith. 121:397—401 and v. Haartman,
L. 1978, Ornis Fennica 55:82). All of us considered pes-
ticides to be a possible cause of the catastrophe, though
no clear evidence was available. This still, to the best
of my knowledge, holds true of Finland. Evidence was,
however found in our western neighbour, Sweden, but
passed unnoticed because it was published before the
decrease of our Starling population and occurred in a
section of the journal easily overlooked. The author was
Anders Enemar (1958, Stardoden vid Krankesjon, Var
Fagelvirld 17:337—339). In a letter to me he writes that
he still vividly remembers "how dead Starlings arrived
in large potato baskets”. The site of this strange and
tragic use of baskets was close to the well-known lake
Krankesjon in Schonen, S. Sweden. Flocks of Starlings
spend the night on the reeds of this eutrophic lake.
Dying and weakened Starlings were found among the
alders on the shores, and large flocks attempting to take
to the wing on the adjacent fields sank down again im-
mediately, apparently quite exhausted. The weather had

Erik Kumari ¥

Prof. Kumari taytti muutama vuosi sitten 70, jolloin kir-
joitin hanesti lyhyen, valitettavasti painovirheiden pilaa-
man esittelyn. Viime talvena saapui meille sanoma hi-
nen kuolemastaan. Suomalaisten viimeinen mahdollisuus
tavata hénet lienee ollut Moskovan kansainvilisessid
kongressissa kaksi vuotta sitten, jossa han piti kongressin
ensimmadisen esitelmiin, aiheena Prof. Igement’lev ja
Neuvostoliiton lintutieteen kehitys. Kumarilla epiile-
mattd oli oma “nichensd” maansa lintutieteen kehityk-
sessd. Ei niin, ettd hin olisi ollut uusien mullistavien
teorioiden tai ehdottomasti modernien menetelmien har-
rastelija. Pikemmin hén oli, sanan parhaassa mielessi,
traditionalisti, jolle oli selvinnyt se yksinkertainen to-
tuus, ettd vanhat kysymysten asettelut eivit yleensi ha-
vid sen vuoksi, ettd uusia syntyy. Mielestini hin mo-

been bad, though it seemed unlikely that this could have
affected the hardy species to such an extent.

A number of Starlings were sent to Statens Veterinir-
medicinska Anstalt (State Institute of Veterinary
Medicine). Chemical analysis showed the existence of
DDT in some of the carcasses. In the areas around
Krankesjon severe insect depredations had taken place,
and pesticides, including DDT, parathion, and systox
preparations, had been extensively used. At that time,
no method existed for analysing systox in organic matter,
and parathion and DDT disappear relatively quickly and
are therefore often impossible to demonstrate. As the
symptoms of the dead Starlings were uniform, the Insti-
tute considered it likely that poisoning was the ultimate
cause of death in all cases. The bad weather could have
triggered and synchronized the mass death.

Enemar closes with the remark that had not the death
of the poisoned Starlinﬁs been synchronized by the wea-
ther conditions, it might have taken place slowly, with-
out being concentrated in a small area, and thus escaped
observation.

Author’s address: Dept. Zoology, Univ. Helsinki, N.
Jdrnvdgsg. 13, Helsingfors, Finland.

nessa suhteessa henkilollisti tervettd jarked. Esimerkiksi
harmaalokkien perin vaikeassa rotukysymyksessa hin lie-
nee lausunut viimeiset sanat huomauttaessaan, ettd sita
ei voida ratkaista yksinomaan kokoelmien perusteella,
koska lokkien virit muuttuvat hyvin nopeasti kuoleman
jalkeen. Eestildisille lintutieteilijoille han oli taitava pu-
hemies, joka suurten yhteisten projektien luomisessa
aina lienee ollut mukana.

Tunsimme Kumarin ennen kaikkea hinen osaanotos-
taan yhteisiin kokouksiin. Jo kolmekymmentéluvulla hin
oli mukana. Hin oli erittdin kielitaitoinen, halliten ees-
tinkielen lisiksi vendjad, saksaa ja englantia sujuvasti.
Henkilond han oli vilkas ja hyvintuulinen. Tuntuu tyh-

jalta kun han on poissa.
) P Lars von Haartman



