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Intensive night migration of Long-tailed Tits Aegithalos caudatus

Janne Lampolahti

On 3 April 1983 very intense migration of Long-tailed Tits
was observed after midnight at the Port of Méntyluoto (61 °
05’N, 21°30’E) on the west coast of Finland. The call of the
species was heard from the night sky about 400 times in 80
minutes. The tits were moving northwards, following the
alder woods that bordered the shore. The migration was in
full progress when the observation began and was still in-
tensive when the observers left. The night was quite warm
(+3°C) and calm, but very foggy. Only a few birds were
seen in the artificial lights of the harbour.

The Long-tailed Tit breeds in southern Finland south-
wards of the 65th latitude (Hyytia et al. 1983). Large fluctu-
ations in the size of the breeding population are characteris-
tic of this species. The breeding success of the summer is
seen in the numbers of birds leaving the country in the au-
tumn. In contrast other invading passerines, these tits have
a very stable schedule. On the west coast of Finland, the
first Long-tailed Tits are seen in late September and the
peak is reached in late October. The last tits are seen leav-
ing in mid November and some small flocks overwinter in
Finland.

In autumn 1982 the Long-tailed Tit was scarce: only 11
flocks were reported from the county of Satakunta (Lam-
polahti & Virtanen 1983). Only three flocks were seen at
Sappi bird station 15 km south of Méantyluoto (Eriksson &
Lilja 1983), where hundreds of Long-tailed Tits are seen in
many autumns. The winter occurrence was normal: 8 flocks
were observed on the Yyteri Peninsula, where Mintyluoto
is located (records of the Ornithological Society of Pori).
Exceptionally many observations of Long-tailed Tits were
made on the coast of Satakunta in the first half of April
1983.

The survival of the tits that leave Finland has been sup-
posed to be very low (v. Haartman et al. 1963-72). There
are only a few obsevations of Long-tailed Tits returning
over the sea in the spring. The present observation suggests
that the survival may be higher than so far believed. If the
return occurs along the coast during a few nights in early
April, it will easily pass unnoticed, while ornithologists are
inland listening to owls or sleeping. The night migration of
Long-tailed Tits has been unknown phenomenon.
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Selostus: Voimakasta pyrstotiaisen yomuuttoa M:in-
tyluodossa

Mintyluodon satamassa havaittiin 3.4.1983 puolenyén jal-
keen voimakasta pyrstotiaismuuttoa. Lajin kutsudinti
kuultiin yétaivaalta noin 400 kertaa 80 minuutin aikana. Ti-
aiset liikkkuivat pohjoista kohden rantojen tervaleppimetsi-
koiden suuntaisesti. Havainnoinnin alkaessa muutto oli jo
tiydessa kdynnissi ja jatkui vilkkaana vield havainnoinnin
loppuessa. Y6 oli melko lammin, tyyni ja sumuinen. Vain
muutama yksilo nahtiin sataman valoissa.

Porin rannikolla pyrstétiaisen syysvaellusten aikataulu
on vakio vuodesta toiseen, vain yksildmaérit vaihtelevat.
Ensimmaiset havaitaan syyskuun lopulla, huippuvaihe on
lokakuun jalkupuoliskolla ja vaellus péittyy marraskuun
puolivalissd. Pikkuparvia jai kierteleméén talveksi ranni-
kolle. Kuolleisuuden katsotaan olevan vaelluksilla hyvin
suuri, koska paluu kevialla merten takaa on harvinaista.

Syksylla 1982 pyrstétiaisia havaittiin Satakunnassa hyvin
vihian. Talvella lajia esiintyi jokseenkin normaalisti. Kuva-
tun havainnon lisdksi pyrstotiaisia havaittiin Satakunnan
rannikolla kevaalla 1983 huomattavasti normaalia enem-
man.

Ovatka pyrstotiaisen vaellukset sittenkdin sellaisia
“kuolonvaelluksia” kuten uskotaan? Ehki pyrstétiaiset pa-
laavatkin kevaalla parina huhtikuun limpiméana yéné nope-
asti rannikkoa pitkin. Tall6inhin rannikon lintuharrastajat
ovat joko polloretkells sisimaassa tai nukkumassa.
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