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Selostus: Pesivit merilokit eivit pesipaikallaan
salli vieraiden lokkien hyokitd petomallin
kKimppuun

Kesilld 1988 kaytin tdytettyd minkkid tutkiakseni yksittdis-
pesivien merilokkiparien poulustuskdyttdytymistd. Kaikki parit
hytkkiilivat minkkis kohden, ja jokaisen kokeen aikana (n=12)
my0s muita lokkeja (meri-, harmaa- ja kalalokkeja) seki varik-
sia ilmaantui paikalle kiertelemi#n, keskimé#rin 12.2 vierasta
lintua. Merilokit hyokkailivit aktiivisesti ndiden tunkeilijoiden
kimpuun (Taulukko 1), eivitk4 sallineet niiden hyokits minkin
kimpuun, lukuunottamatta kahta kalalokkia kahdella eri pesi-
paikalla. Joissakin tapauksissa toinen merilokkiemoista kiytti
ldhes kaiken ajastaan hyokkaamalld vieraiden lintujen kimp-
puun, parit siis jakoivat puolustuksen keskeniin. Tydjako ei
kuitenkaan ollut merkitsevisti riippuvainen vieraiden tunkei-
lijoiden mé##rdstd. Tulos osoittaa, ettd yksittdin pesivit meri-
lokkiparit aktiivisesti ehkiisevit ns. yhteispuolustuksen, jota
pideti#n erdtind yhteiskuntapesinnin etuna.
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A “gang” brood of two Black Grouse Tefrao tetrix hens

Arto Marjakangas & Ahti Marjakangas

We report here a case of two broods of the Black
Grouse Tetrao tetrix joined together. On 27 June
1988, 14 or 15 chicks were flushed into flight in a
dense group on a drained pine bog in Ylivieska
(64°N), W Finland. Immediately afterwards two
hens, 3 m apart, rushed into flight for a few metres and
started a distraction display among nearby dwarf
shrubs. The flushing distance for both the chicks and
the hens was about 8 m.

The females of some polygynous grouse species
are spaced out in territories during egg-laying and in-
cubation (e.g. Herzog & Boag 1977, Hannon 1980,
Wegge 1985), and this pattern has been also sug-
gested for the Black Grouse (Angelstam et al. 1985).
This spacing behaviour probably serves to reduce
density-dependent predation and to ensure adequate
food resources. For the same reasons, even broods
tend to avoid each other (Bergerud & Gratson 1988).

“Gang” broods have been documented earlier at least
in the Willow Grouse Lagopus lagopus (Erikstad
1985) and in some North American grouse species
(Bergerud & Gratson 1988). They are evidently ex-
tremely rare in the Black Grouse and Capercaillie
Tetrao urogallus (P. Rajala, pers. comm.). According
to Bergerud & Gratson (1988), broods may join to-
gether only. at the end of the breeding season, aban-
doning their anti-predator options of inconspicuous-
ness and distraction, but this explanation does not fit
in the present case. We do not know whether the
broods were together only temporarily, but consider-
ing the mean clutch size of the Black Grouse in the
central parts of Finland (8.3; Helminen 1963), the
chicks had survived very well.

In 1988, there was even a case arguing against the
assumption of territoriality, in which two females
nested successfully 27 m apart at a distance of 800 m
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from the place where the above brood assemblage
was seen. Thus the spacing behaviour of breeding
female Black Grouse may not be very strong (see also
Willebrand 1988). On the other hand, grouse may
show a lower level of agonistic behaviour when the
population is increasing or at its cyclic peak than
during other phases of the short-term annual fluctua-
tion (e.g. Watson 1965, Theberge & Bendell 1980).
Both the breeding population density and the breed-
ing success of the Black Grouse were relatively high
in Ylivieska in 1988 (Arto Marjakangas unpubl.).

Selostus: Kaksi teeripoikuetta yhdessa

Ylivieskassa havaittiin heiniikuussa 1988 kahden teerikanan ja
14 tai 15 poikasen muodostama ryhm4. Lis#ksi havaintopaikan
14hell4 pesi aiemmin kes#1li kaksi teerikanaa vain 27 m:n pisissi
toisistaan, vaikka kirjallisuustietojen mukaan eriiden muiden
metsdkanalintulajien naaraat yleensi vilttelevit toisiaan liséin-
tymisaikana. Toisaalta erdit tutkimustulokset viittaavat siihen,
ettd metstkanalinnut ovat kesken#4n vihemmin aggressiivisia
kannan nousu- ja huippuvaiheessa, jollainen teerells oli havain-
toalueella 1988, kuin vuotuisen kannanvaihtelun muissa vai-
heissa.
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