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traits may indeed make a species vulnerable: slowly
reproducing, long-lived species suffer from remarka-
bly small increases in adult mortality (Mertz 1971,
Jdrvinen & Varvio 1986). Waterfowl, hunted exten-
sively in most parts of the world, could thus be ex-
pected to include taxa in which demographic traits
correlate with extinction risks. The fact that this is not
the case indicates that hunting is by no means the
greatest threat to natural waterfowl populations (see
also Simberloff 1986). Indeed, it is evident from the
literature (Johnsgard 1978, Collar & Andrews 1988)
that in many cases indirect human influence, such as
habitat alteration or introduced species, with or with-
out direct persecution, has been effective in decimat-
ing the waterfowl species that are now threatened.
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Selostus: Onko uhatuilla sorsalintulajeilla yhteisia
piirteitd?

Maailman 149 sorsalinnusta luokitellaan 20 uhatuiksi. Laurilan
(1988) kokoamien sorsalintujen lis#ntymisbiologisten tietojen
avulla vertasimme uhattujen lajien tietoja niiden l3hisukulaisten
keskiarvoihin.

Uhatut lajit eivit edustaneet selvisti mit44n ryhmid (esim.
pitk#ikAisimpist sukuja). Uhattujen lajien koko ja elintavat vaih-
telivat yhtti paljon kuin sorsalintujen yleensi (taul. 1). Lihi-
sukulaisiinsa verrattuina uhattujen lajien lis##ntymisominai-
suudet olivat yht# usein parempia kuin huonompia (taul. 2-3).
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Ainoa uhattujen lajien selviisti yhteinen piirre oli suppea maan-
tieteellinen levinneisyys. Tam# on hyvin ymmirrettiivas, sill4
suorat tai epHsuorat ihmisvaikutukset ovat tehokkaimpia (ja
tuhoisimpia) silloin, kun lajin levinneisyysalue on suppea.
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Blue Tit Parus caeruleus and Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca breeding

simultaneously in a nest box

Aamo Magnusson

An unusual drama took place in one of the nest boxes
belonging to Tiirankari Bird Station (60°15'N,
23°57’E) in 1989. The area is a mixed forest along the
northern shore of Lake Lohjanjirvi in SW Finland.

During a routine check on 1 June 1989 I found that
the nest box contained a finished nest of the Blue Tit,
but no eggs. The Blue Tit fought hard with a male
Pied Flycatcher. The female Pied Flycatcher was also
present.

On 3 June there was one Blue Tit egg and one of
the Pied Flycatcher. The eggs were not covered by
nest material as normally with tits. All inspections
took place between 1000 and 1300 hours. The fol-
lowing day there were two uncovered eggs of both
species. On 6 June there were three eggs of the Pied
Flycatcher and four of the Blue Tit. The eggs were
covered. On 7 June there were still three Flycatcher
eggs, but five Blue Tit eggs, the eggs not covered. For
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the first time no Flycatcher was observed. On 8 June
the Blue Tit female was sitting on all 8 eggs, and on
18 June she was still incubating.

On 26 June there were eight small nestlings, and
three differed slightly in appearance from the others.
The nestlings were ringed on 30 June, when it was
easy to distinguish between the two species. The Blue
Tit parents were feeding all 8 nestlings in the box. No
Pied Flycatchers were observed in the surroundings.
On 6 July two of the Flycatchers left the nest and one
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stayed with the Blue Tit nestlings. The Blue Tit also
fed the two fledged Flycatchers in the neighbourhood,
despite the fact that their begging sound differs from
that of the Blue Tit. On 12 July all nestlings had left
the nest.
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