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Table 1. Mean (together with SE and sample size – n) for first egg date, clutch size and brood size from the Brit-
ish and Polish (PL) Nest Record Scheme data and the egg collector Burne. British Nest Record Scheme data
are also presented for the period from 1960.

Britain Poland Burne

All years Before 1960– All years All years Before 1960–
1960 1960

First egg date Mean June 5 June 4 June 8 June 4 June 8 June 7 June 10
SE 1.3 1.5 2.1 1.6 0.7 0.8 1.2
n 96 75 21 108 174 103 71

Clutch size Mean 4.52 4.52 4.51 4.79 5.09 5.16 4.99
SE 0.09 0.10 0.17 0.11 0.06 0.07 0.11
n 166 129 37 112 174 103 71

Brood size Mean 3.21 3.12 3.57 2.21
SE 0.14 0.16 0.28 0.23
n 189 152 37 97
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Fig. 2. Mean ± SE clutch size from nest record
schemes in Britain (black bars) and Poland (grey
bars) in specified periods. Sample sizes given above
each bar.
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Fig. 1. Red-backed Shrike clutch size distribution in
the three data sets.
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Fig. 3. First arrival dates of the Red-backed Shrike in
Suffolk, UK 1950–1992 (black symbols and lines)
and the Wielkopolska region, Poland 1980–2003
(grey symbols and lines). Both trends are highly sig-
nificant (P<0.001); UK r = +0.65, Poland r = –0.74.
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