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Editorial

The conservation and management of migratory 
bird populations require insight into their 
distribution throughout their annual cycle, 
including their breeding, stopover and wintering 
areas. The migratory patterns may vary within the 
populations. Stretching from the Arctic to 
southern Africa, the Euro-African flyway is one 
of four great global pathways used by over 500 
migratory bird species. Euro-African Flyway is 
used by the majority of long-distance migrants 
breeding in Europe. This special issue of Ornis 
Fennica reflects the importance of the Euro-
African Flyway.

Pre- and post-nuptial migrations are key 
periods in the annual cycle, not only defining the 
fitness and survival of individuals but also 
shaping the broader population trajectories. 
These migrations are far more than mere journeys 
between a starting point and a destination. They 
encompass a complex tapestry of strategies, 
including small-scale movements, critical 
decisions at stopover sites for fuelling, resting or 
e.g. moulting, varied routes to cross vast water 
bodies, and scheduling differences influenced by 
sex, age, or reproductive success.

In the issue, Arizaga et al. 2026 collected 
biometric data from over 4,000 Linnets (Linaria 
cannabina) captured in breeding sites and at 
coastal migratory stopovers in Castellón, Spain. 
The data showed significant differences 
depending on the age and time of arrival during 
the autumn migration. Birds arriving later tended 
to be larger in size, suggesting a breeding location 
in northern Europe. The morphometric variation 
could be used also in other passerines to gain 
more understanding of the migratory strategy and 
timing.

Gálffyová et al. 2026 showed that different 
aspects affected the stopover of Eurasian 
Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla) during autumn 

migration in Drienovec Bird Ringing Station, 
Slovakia. The 20-year dataset of 66,673 ringed 
birds showed differences in stopover duration, 
with females staying longer than males. The 
stopover was significantly longer in adults than in 
juveniles when using the night playback. The 
stopover was longer also when it was cold, windy 
or rainy. Thus, there are several factors affecting 
the stopover duration. This study highlighted the 
variability of capture probability depending on 
the tape-luring method used which is crucial to 
consider for long-term datasets.

Rubáčová et al. 2026 studied the natal 
dispersal and migration in juvenile Common 
Kingfishers (Alcedo atthis) originating from 
Czech and Slovak populations. The data 
collected for 50 years showed that in some 
decades there were more residents and in other 
decades more migrants. Migration distance was 
significantly associated with fledging date: 
individuals fledging earlier in the breeding season 
(May–July) tended to migrate longer distances 
than those fledging later (August–September). 
There was geographical variation in migratory 
direction depending on breeding location. It 
appears that juvenile Common Kingfishers 
exhibit a flexible migratory strategy shaped by 
both breeding phenology, which affects migration 
distance, and location of breeding sites determ-
ining migratory direction.

Holopainen et al. 2026 found complex 
migratory patterns and differences in the spring 
migration of Eurasian Wigeon (Mareca 
penelope) captured in central and northern 
Europe and migrating south and north of the 
Baltic Sea, respectively. Both central and 
northern European birds migrated in autumn 
towards the southwest, which led to a loop 
migration for Scandinavian breeding birds. Moult 
migrating males moved further than females 



during the summer, which reduced migratory 
connectivity among males and reflected sex-
specific differences in migratory behaviour. The 
individual migratory patterns of Eurasian Wigeon 
showed thus more diversity than expected from 
ring recovery data.

Lehikoinen et al. 2026 investigated irruptive 
migration in northern Nutcrackers (Nucifraga 
caryocatactes). It varies significantly between 
years, driven primarily by food availability, 
particularly hazel nut crops, rather than age ratios 
or breeding population size. The analysis of long-
term data from Hanko (Finland) and Falsterbo 
(Sweden) revealed that migration intensity was 
negatively correlated with hazel nut crop size and 
pollen abundance, with the caryocatactes
subspecies showing a stronger response to food 
scarcity than macrorhynchos. These findings 
confirm that food shortage is the key driver of 
irruptive migrations in this species.

Berg et al. 2026 investigated whether daily 
spring counts of Common Eiders (Somateria 
mollissima) at Hyllekrog, a migration bottleneck 
watchpoint in southern Denmark, could track 
annual changes in abundance and sex ratios in the 
Baltic Sea. Standardised counts declined by 
54.24% from 2009 to 2024, associated with a 
decline in female proportions. Reducing the 
observation period from 1 February–6 June to 6 
March–20 April maintained high correlation (r = 
0.996) with total counts, but subsampling at 
longer intervals reduced precision, thus providing 
support to the urge to continue daily counts and 
sex ratio sampling between 6 March and 20 April.

Specific migratory patterns can vary 
significantly depending on e.g. age (Arizaga et al.
2026, Rubáčová et al. 2026), sex (Gálffyová et al.
2026, Holopainen et al. 2026), and breeding site 
location (Rubáčová et al. 2026). This variability 
introduces complexity for conservation efforts, as 
species-specific requirements may create bottle-
necks in habitat and food resource availability 
and quality, particularly under the pressures of 
global environmental changes (Lehikoinen et al.
2026).

Furthermore, it is critical to evaluate the 
relevance and accuracy of the methods used 
(Gálffyová et al. 2026, Berg et al. 2026) to avoid 
biases in population estimates and trend analyses. 
Reliable data is essential for informing effective 

conservation strategies and ensuring that actions 
are based on robust, unbiased scientific evidence. 
As global environmental changes continue to 
reshape habitats and resource availability, 
addressing species-specific requirements 
becomes increasingly urgent.

Elina Mäntylä, Mia Rönkä & Céline Arzel
Editors-in-Chief, Ornis Fennica
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